
The Next Stage Project (TNSP) 
presents  

A benefit performance for  
Yoga4Cancer classes at Now Yoga! 

With Special Guests: 
Rachael Sage

Clowns Ex Machina
Stephen Reed

Yoga4Cancer invites cancer patients, survivors, and caregivers to try yoga  
as a way to support the mind, body and spirit during and after treatment.  

Classes are open to students at all levels, from first-time beginners to advanced  
practitioners, and are a comprehensive and therapeutic yoga practice.  

In keeping with the original mission of  the Yoga4Cancer™ foundation,  
these classes are offered to the community free of  charge.   

Over the last three years, Jana has worked industriously to raise all of  the  
funding for Now Yoga’s Y4C classes herself, ensuring the ability  

to sustain this service. Your support helps to continue and ensure the  
journey towards healing and thriving. Thank you for being here tonight! 

For more information about Jana’s y4c classes, please visit: www.JanaHicks.com 

Saturday October 15, 2022 @7pm 
Ballet Arts at City Center Studios ~ 130 W 56th St, 6th fl. New York City 

The Next Stage Project
performing: 

Me / You 
I love you more today than yesterday 

I’ll love you more tomorrow than today 

Concept, Choreography & Direction:  
Marijke Eliasberg  

in collaboration with the dancers & Jana Hicks 

The Next Stage Project Cast:  
Stacey Badgett Jr., Mila Hartog, Kaori Hiwasa, Hwajin Kim, Kisara Nonaka, 

Rebecca Marcella Oviatt, Chauncey Pauley, Sara Pizzi Anneloes van Schuppen,  
Rosa Silva, Yuki Takahashi, William Valles & special guest: Miguel Zapico 

http://rachaelsage.com/
http://clownsexmachina.com/
http://www.stephenreed.com/
https://www.janahicks.com
http://www.thenextstageproject.com


Lighting Design: Marijke Eliasberg 
Videography & Photography: Rebecca Marcela Oviatt/BECCAVISION  

This performance would not be possible without the generous support of: 
Stephen Reed & Ballet Arts & Jan Kruijt 

Miguel Zapico 
Renata DiBiase & Now Yoga 

Sam Yee 
Dusan Perovic 

John Henderson 
William C. C. Chen & Priscilla Chen 

New York Live Arts 
All the individual donations and you - the audience! 

~ This performance is dedicated to the memory of Elsa and Andy ~ 

Show Order: 
1: Rachael Sage     

2: Clowns Ex Machina     
3: Stephen Reed 

4: The Next Stage Project performing: Me / You 

1: Rachael Sage 
Since founding her own label MPress Records two decades ago, NYC-based alt-pop artist Rachael Sage 
has steadily released a slew of  vibrant, dynamic albums described by Goldmine Magazine as 
"mesmerizing...thoughtful, pensive and flush with an emotional flourish, all carefully and adeptly executed." She has toured 
with an eclectic list of  artists including Ani DiFranco, Beth Hart, Howard Jones, and Grammy® winners 
Shawn Colvin and Judy Collins – with whom she also recorded a critically acclaimed duet of  Neil Young's 
"Helpless". In addition to being a six-time Independent Music Award winning musician and producer, 
Sage is also a John Lennon Contest Grand Prize winner who has released over 20 diverse albums and EPs. 
Sage has performed at the Edinburgh Fringe, SXSW, and toured globally from Japan to Berlin with her 
band, The Sequins. Sage is also a visual artist and former ballet dancer who performed with the New York 
City Ballet. She is additionally a philanthropic advocate who has raised money for a wide range of  causes, 
including WHY Hunger, American Refugee Committee, Memorial Sloan-Kettering Hospital and 
National Network For Youth (NN4Y). Her 2020 album Character yielded the Billboard-charting single 
"Blue Sky Days"; her latest project Poetica, an adventurous fusion of  poetry with jazz, classical and 
Americana musical elements in the vein of  Leonard Cohen and Laurie Anderson, debuted in October 
2021, and her current single "Revelation Ground" is out now on MPress/Universal/Virgin. 

https://www.beccavisionnyc.com
http://rachaelsage.com/


2: Clowns Ex Machina
Clowns Ex Machina is a troupe of  all women clowns creating gleeful theatre together.  Their ensemble 
shows unearth a fresh, female twist to the ancient art form of  clown, using short vignettes, songs and 
madcap dance numbers to examine and invigorate the social assumptions which, when turned on their 
heads, create humor. At times broadly physical and at times darkly satirical, the work of  this troupe has 
been inspiring other artists and clowns since its inception in 2005.  The New York Times remarked that the 
shows are "reminders that the greatest clowns try to make people laugh to help stave off  existential 
horrors."   Over 25 women have been part of  the troupe over the years, training together when not in 
creation/performance mode.  www.ClownsExMachina.com @clowns_ex_machina 
Kendall Cornell At the helm of  Clowns Ex Machina, Kendall has created, directed and performed in the 
full-length shows, The Bad’Uns:  Clown Acts of  Contagion (“an opus of  clowning mastery”); Oil of  Olé! 
(a collaboration with flamenco artists); Clowns Full-Tilt:  A Musing on Aesthetics  (“kaleidoscopically-
dizzying physical theater of  the absurd with a wicked steel edge” nominated for an Innovative Theater 
award for Outstanding Set Design); Clown Axioms: a gory, romantic tale (told by clowns); Clowns By 
Dead Reckoning (a semi-sophisticated cabaret), and the troupe’s debut production Not Just for Shock 
Value.  Kendall has been profiled in The New York Times, The Wall Street Journal, Backstage, Spectacle Journal for 
the Circus Arts, Attitude Dance Magazine and elsewhere.  She has a background in acting and modern dance, 
and has studied clown with David Shiner, Chris Bayes, and Philippe Gaulier among others.  Kendall 
teaches clown workshops for women and she recently organized a panel discussion on “Clowning While 
Female” for Howlround TV. www.ClownsExMachina.com @clowns_ex_machina 
@ohkendallcornell 
Michaela Lind is a Swedish performer who calls NYC her home. She has trained at places like GITIS 
(Moscow), Mirror Theater(Sweden), Michael Howard Studios and HB studios (NYC) Clown school 
(UK,FR,HR,US) and has a degree in Ritual Performance Techniques at City University of  New York. 
Past work includes: Edinburgh Fringe, Public Theater, LaMaMa, Dixon Place, Ontological Theater, 
Bejing Children’s Opera, Edmonton Fringe, and Rhode Island Fringe. She has trained and performed 
butoh-acrobatic stilts with Carpetbag Brigade, Nemcatacoa Teatro, Grotest Maru, and Circus Stella. One 
of  the highlights was when performing in Slava Polunin’s (Slava SnowShow) garden outside of  Paris.  She 
is a member of  Clown Ex Machina, the Drilling Company, and the founder of  ARA theater & ARA 
Media. www.michaelamlind.com @michaela_m_lind 

3: Stephen Reed 
Ballin’ The Jack - From Me and My Gal (1942) 
By Stephen Reed 
Music / Lyrics by Jim Burris and Chris Smith (1915) 
Choreographed by William Harold "Bobby” Connolly 

Stephen Reed has appeared in six different Tony Award winning Broadway musicals including Once 
upon Mattress (starring Sarah Jessica Parker & Jane Krakowski), How to Succeed in Business (starring 
Matthew Broderick), Crazy For You, Jerome Robbins’ Broadway, 110 in the Shade, and Cats (as the wild 
rock-n- roller Rum-Tug-Tugger). He has performed Nationally and Internationally in Broadway touring 
productions such as Ragtime, Crazy For You, 42nd Street, A Chorus Line, Evita, Annie Get Your Gun, 
and Kiss Me Kate. Stephen has danced in rock videos for recording artists Prince, Gloria Estefan, Peter 
Frampton, and Steve Winwood, and was Liza Minnelli's dance supervisor for the Broadway touring 
production of  Minnelli On Minnelli. Stephen was a repertory company member of  the Milwaukee Ballet 
(demi-soloist) under the direction of  Jean-Paul Comelin and for Gus Giordano’s Jazz Dance Chicago. 
Among his filmed performances, Stephen can be seen tap dancing across a tin-roofed shed in PBS Great 
Performance Presents: Crazy For You!  Stephen is proud owner and studio director of  Ballet Arts Center 
for Dance, the longest-established ballet school in Manhattan.  

http://clownsexmachina.com/
http://www.ClownsExMachina.com
http://www.ClownsExMachina.com
http://www.michaelamlind.com
http://www.stephenreed.com/


4: The Next Stage Project performing:  Me / You
Concept, Direction	 	 Marijke Eliasberg 
& Choreography	 	 in collaboration with the dancers and Jana Hicks 

Video Projection Footage	 Marijke Eliasberg  
Technical Direction	 	 Miguel Zapico 

Full cast 	 	 	 Stacey Badgett Jr., Mila Hartog, Kaori Hiwasa, Hwajin Kim, 	 	
	 	 	 	 Kisara Nonaka, Rebecca Marcella Oviatt, Chauncey Pauley,  
	 	 	 	 Sara Pizzi, Anneloes van Schuppen, Rosa Silva, Yuki Takahashi, 	 	
	 	 	 	 William Valles & special guest Miguel Zapico 

Ready for take off	 	 Mila Hartog, William Valles & Miguel Zapico 
Music: 	 	 	 	 Yann Tiersen 

Sky	 	 	 	 Kisara Nonaka & Stacey Badgett Jr. 
Music: 	 	 	 	 Massive Attack 

Here We Are	 	 	 Full cast 
Music: 	 	 	 	 Sasha Funke 

Spanish Birds		 	 Miguel playing the lute, Sara Pizzi, Rosa Silva, William Valles 
Live Music: 	 	 	 (traditional): Café de Chinitas, Jota de la jarra, Mazurca de Albarra 	 

Of  A Feather                        	 Stacey Badgett Jr., Mila Hartog, Hwajin Kim, Kisara Nonaka, 
	 	 	 	 Chauncey Pauley, Sara Pizzi, Rosa Silva  
Music: 	 	 	 	 David Darling 

Early Bird	 	 	 William Valles, Miguel Zapico, Kaori Hiwasa, Yuki Takahashi 

Yin Yang	 	 	 Full cast  
Music: 	 	 	 	 Queen, Phaeleh, David Darling 

Earth	 	 	 	 Mila Hartog, Kisara Nonaka, Sara Pizzi 
Music: 	 	 	 	 Cliff  Martinez, Martin Tillman 

Cucurrucucú paloma		 Rosa Silva, Yuki Takahashi 
(Spanish for Coo-coo dove) 
Music: 	 	 	 	 Caetano Veloso	  

You	 	 	 	 Stacey Badgett Jr., Hwajin Kim, Kaori Hiwasa,  
	 	 	 	 William Valles, Kisara Nonaka & Miguel Zapico 
Music: 	 	 	 	 Graeme Revell 

Me	 	 	 	 Sara Pizzi, William Valles, Miguel Zapico and the backup cast 
Music: 	 	 	 	 Klischee 

Sad Princess	 	 	 Kaori Hiwasa, Rebecca Marcella Oviatt & Miguel Zapico 
Poem: Sonatina	 	 	 From Poesías profanas (1896) by Rubén Darío * scroll to the end for the poem 
	 	 	 	 text in Spanish and English 

Us / retsae 	 	 	 Full cast ~ In memory of  Easter Crane & Els Eliasberg	 ~	  	  
Music: 	 	 	 	 Mads Langer 

Closing                                     	 Full cast 
Music: 	 	 	 	 Mel Wesson 

http://www.thenextstageproject.com


The Next Stage Project:  
Founded in 2002 by Artistic Directors MARIJKE ELIASBERG and JANA HICKS,  
The Next Stage Project (TNSP) is a global dance company creating performance opportunities and 
experiences to help dancers further their careers and realize their dreams. By forming partnerships 
between selected artists from around the globe, creating and seeking national and international venues to 
perform our works, TNSP aims to push artists to their next level and to challenge and encourage creative 
artistic growth through dance, choreography, performance, education and exchange programs. 
Company dancers are selected for their commitment, passion, talent and genuine interest in collaborating 
with the Artistic Directors. 

THE NEXT STAGE PROJECT is a fiscally sponsored member of  New York 
Live Arts, Inc., a non-profit tax-exempt organization. If  you want to make a 

tax deductible financial donation go to: 

  https://newyorklivearts.secure.force.com/donate/?
dfId=a0n3q00000WXTjsAAH 

Directors of  the The Next Stage Project: 
Marijke Eliasberg, native of  the Netherlands, Founder and Co-Artistic Director of  The Next Stage Project 
(TNSP), has been dancing, teaching and choreographing for the past 24 years in New York City. In 2001 Marijke 
founded the global dance collective: The Next Stage Project (TNSP), which she co-directs with Jana Hicks. With 
TNSP, she travels around the world, teaching, creating, mentoring and making exchange and performance projects 
possible. In NYC, Marijke currently teaches modern contemporary classes at Peridance Center and has taught at 
Gibney,  Ballet Arts, Now Yoga, Steps on Broadway, Dance Space, Dance New Amsterdam, Dancewave, Broadway 
Dance Center, FSU in NYC Master Program, and Improvisation & Composition classes at the Joffrey Ballet School. 
She has taught and created works in the USA, Netherlands, Belgium, Germany, Norway, Sweden, Italy, France, 
Japan, and India. As a performer, she has worked with numerous companies and choreographers including Jana 
Hicks, Pauline Levick, Nita Liem/Don’t Hit Mama, Guido Tuveri, SunHwa Chung, Jenni Hong, Max Stone, and 
Kevin Wynn among others. Marijke holds a BFA in physical education with a specialization in dance. She continued 
her modern dance studies at the Rotterdam Dance Academy (Codarts) in The Netherlands and Dance Space Inc in 
NYC. Her continuing education, which includes studying Tai Chi Chuan extensively with 89 year old Chinese 
Grandmaster William C. C. Chen in NYC refining his short form, long form and push-hands. 

https://www.thenextstageproject.com 

Jana Hicks, a native of  Texas, holds a BFA in dance from SMU and performed with a variety of  companies and 
choreographers in Texas and New York throughout her career including Dancers Unlimited, Max Stone’s E-Motion, 
Laurie DeVito & Dancers and was a member of  The Kevin Wynn Collection from 1995 - 2005.  Jana has taught 
and choreographed for over 35 years in the US and abroad. Her choreography has been commissioned by NY and 
regional companies including Earl Mosley Arts Institute, Houston Met, The Divine Project (New Hampshire), Mack 
Avenue Dance Company (Detroit), Jordan Center for Performing Arts (Ohio), and Shenandoah University (West 
Virginia).  International commissions include Fontys Dance Academy (Tilburg), Dimovi (Amsterdam), Portella 
Dance (Rio de Janeiro), Montreal Moves Dance Co. (Canada), Moga Dance (Japan), and Vlad’s Dance Company 
(Toronto, Canada).  Jana has taught Master Classes and Workshops in the US and abroad including Brazil, Belgium, 
Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, The Netherlands, Norway, Sweden, Switzerland, Arizona, California, 
Colorado, Connecticut, Hawaii, Maryland, Michigan, New Hampshire, New Jersey, Ohio, Texas, and Virginia. 
As an RYT and Y4C Certified Yoga teacher, Jana holds certifications through Om Yoga (Cyndi Lee), Now Yoga 
(Edward Jones, Frank Mauro, and Joe Miller), and Y4C (Tari Prinster). Jana began her yoga training in the Vinyasa 
tradition in 2003, but with a busy dance life, yoga practice was sporadic, until a cancer diagnosis in 2010. Yoga 
proved to be powerful and healing, and became a daily dedicated practice that has been an integral part of  her life 
alongside dance ever since.  
Jana is currently Co-Artistic Director of  The Next Stage Project, teaches contemporary dance at Peridance, Yoga at 
Now Yoga, and is a senior mentor and teacher for The Y4C Foundation (Yoga for Cancer).  Deepest gratitude for 
the opportunity to carry out the amazing work of  Y4C. “This work is inspiring, rewarding, near and dear to my 
heart…thank you for making it possible”  Jana                                                     https://www.janahicks.com 

https://www.thenextstageproject.com/marijkes-bio.html
https://www.thenextstageproject.com/janas-bio.html
https://newyorklivearts.secure.force.com/donate/?dfId=a0n3q00000WXTjsAAH
https://newyorklivearts.secure.force.com/donate/?dfId=a0n3q00000WXTjsAAH
https://www.thenextstageproject.com
https://www.janahicks.com


Meet the TNSP cast: 

Miguel Zapico Gallego - Corporate man by day and Jack of  all trades by night. He is happily married to his 
wife Michelle, and resides in NYC since 2005. As a businessman he works crunching numbers doing pricing 
analytics. This is his 3rd adventure performing with The Next Stage Project and he is loving it! He plays several 
string instruments, including the lute, bandurria, ukulele and guitar, and he loves coordinating the technical aspects 
of  the video projection for the show as well. He is currently studying Tai Chi Chuan with Grandmaster William C. 
C. Chen refining the 60 posture Short Form and learning the Sword Form. Making paper birds became his passion 
to get focused during long meetings at work, and he is very happy that they are flying with him in this artistic process! 

Stacey Badgett Jr. is a Boston native who currently resides in NYC where he calls his second home. After high 
school, Stacey received a Certificate in Dance Theater from the American Musical and Dramatic Academy 
Conservatory (NYC) program. Since his completion he has worked for Disney Cruise Line as a Character Dancer, 
danced several ballet productions, freelanced with several companies, traveled to dance in Alaska, and has been a 
long standing member of  Connections Dance Theater, a Boston based Horton-Contemporary dance company 
under the director and vision of  Jenny Oliver. Directly pre-Pandemic he relocated back to NYC to focus on his 
training, modeling, and deepening his craft while auditioning for several shows. Outside of  performing with The 
Next Stage Project, Stacey has an extensive background teaching fitness in many forms as well as dance and 
swimming.. Having taught swimming to varying ages, as well as teaching 305 Fitness, Barre (Barre3), and Aqua 
Cycling/ Aqua Aerobics. Throughout his performance training Stacey has always had a love for the human body, 
and applies all of  his knowledge as a dancer to everything he teaches. 

Milena 'Mila' Hartog Milena 'Mila' Hartog was born in New York City and grew up in the Netherlands. In 
Amsterdam, she studied at the Dutch National Ballet Academy and performed works by Hans van Manen, Ohad 
Naharin, Marius Petipa, George Balanchine, and Toer van Schayk, amongst others. In addition, Mila danced in 
various productions with the affiliated HET Nationale Ballet, including their Nutcracker and Mouse King, Romeo & 
Juliet, and annual galas. Mila worked with State Street Ballet and Library Dances in Santa Barbara and with 
Portland Ballet in Maine, and was featured in productions by the Music Academy of  the West and the Portland 
Symphony. In Maine, she also served as Assistant to Nell Shipman, Portland Ballet's Director. Mila has performed as 
a principal guest artist for companies in New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and New Hampshire. She moved back to NYC 
last year and has since performed with Synergy (Julie Carter), ‘Lady on the Train’ at The Tank (Matthew Bovee/
Sarah Adam), The Next Stage Project (Jana Hicks/Marijke Eliasburg), Saya Springs Dance Theatre/Long Island 
Ballet Theatre, Ballade (Jennifer Hennelly), and Anthology33 at the Secret Theatre. 

Kaori Hiwasa is a professional dancer and choreographer from Osaka, Japan. Kaori began her dance training 
at the age of  15, learning various forms of  Hip Hop and Lock. Her career started as a backup dancer for the famous 
Japanese rock band Ulfuls and as a dancer for the popular Japanese baseball team, the Orix Buffaloes. She 
performed in the Japanese Pro Baseball Opening Ceremony and in a publicity performance for the World 
Championships in Athletics in 2009. While living in Japan, Kaori also founded the all-female dance group, MASK, 
and worked with renowned choreographer Shawnette Heard (Janet Jackson, Madonna, Beyoncé). She now performs 
and choreographs multiple styles including Contemporary, Jazz, and Hip-Hop. Her newfound fascination with 
Contemporary choreography led her to join choreographer Ellenore Scott’s ( Broadway Revivals of  “Falsettos”, 
“CATS”, “Head Over Heels” ,“King Kong”, “MEMPHIS”, “Little shop of  Horrors” and “Funny Girl”) 
contemporary fusion dance company ”ELSCO Dance company”. She is working with notable artists and 
choreographers across the city. Also she teaches Open Level HipHop on Wednesday at 6pm at GIBNEY studio and 
on Friday at 5:30pm at Ballet Arts. Instagram: @kaorihiwasa / @kaorihiwasa_asl  

Hwajin Kim - studied at the school at Peridance Center. She has worked with Zit Dance Company, Lee K. 
Dance Company, and The Next Stage Project. She loves her life and the people around her. 

Kisara Nonaka is originally from Osaka, Japan. She began her dance training when she was three years old. In 
2018, She came to NYC to study at Peridance Center. She trained many genre about 3 years at Peridance. She has 
danced with The Next stage Project, Elisabetta Minutoli, Julia Ehrstrand and others. Furthermore, she had done a 
scholarship and an apprentice, also working with Jennifer Muller/The Works(2018-2019). She is recently working 
with Barkin/ Selissen Project (2022). 

Rebecca Marcela Oviatt/BECCAVISION is a New York City based movement and visual artist, and 
educator. Becca has been working professionally as videographer, photographer, and video editor since 2017, 
primarily working with dancers, movement artists, and educators.  Becca earned her graduate degree in Dance 



Education from NYU Steinhardt in 2010, and has since been working in the education sector, in addition to 
performing professionally and working as videographer and photographer. Becca's work ranges from dance 
photography and videography, to commercial and editorial portraiture, to lifestyle and influencer content creation. 
At the center, Becca focuses on capturing an element of  storytelling, honesty, humanity, and personal connection in 
her work, and seeks to give the artist, and audience, yet another way to experience the art work. More of  
BECCAVISION's work can be found IG @becca.vision. 

Chauncey Pauley graduated from Elon University Magna Cum Laude with a Bachelors of  Fine Arts in Dance 
Performance & Choreography.  Since living in the city she has worked &  performed with Salvatore LaRussa Dance 
Theatre, Ariel Rivka Dance & in the Lincoln Center Summer Festival’s production of  Paradise Interrupted. She is 
currently dancing for, The Next Stage Project (Jana Hicks & Marijke Eliasberg), Danse En L'air (Yuka Kawazu) as 
well as with Disagreeable Creatures (Danita Shaheen). 

Sara Pizzi from Italy, began her dance studies with Urban Dances performing in concerts, music videos & TV 
shows. In 2017, Sara moved to NYC thanks to a scholarship from Steps on Broadway; later joining the Certificate 
Program, Contemporary/Ballet Track at Peridance Center, graduating in 2020. Now, Sara is a company member of  
The Next Stage Project, VALLETO, Dance Entropy, Open Dance Ensemble, Light Painting NY, sarAika movement 
collective co-founded with Aika Takeshima. Sara has guest artists for: 7MPR, Dixon Place, The Craft, IKADA, 
JCAL, BAAD!, MR, Dance-Pride-Japan-Halloween Parades, SJAC, Creative Performances, The Dynamite 
Experience, Crossmove Lab, Salvatore LaRussa, HERE, The Brick, Queensboro Dance-Turnout-Liberty Hall 
Dance Festivals; in 2022 she premiered her first commission for "Et Alia’'. 

Anneloes van Schuppen is a dancer, teacher and community artist from the Netherlands. After studying 
religious studies and philosophy she graduated Cum Laude in Dance Education at Codarts University of  the Arts 
Rotterdam. She loves working with diverse groups, from people in elderly homes to special needs children, to people 
who have Parkinson's disease or MS. Besides that she teaches at Codarts Rotterdam and at the university of  the arts 
in Amsterdam (AHK). She works closely together with the director of  AHK to create inclusive performances all over 
the Netherlands. She also works for the educational program of  Introdans and danced with various choreographers. 
She is here in New York with a Grant from The Netherlands to continue her dance studies and this is her 2nd 
opportunity to perform as a member of  The Next Stage Project! She believes that dance is for everyone and that 
dance connects! 

Rosa Silva originally from La Paz - Bolivia, moved to New York City 7 years ago to study at Steps On Broadway. 
She has danced for Max Stone, Julia Ehrstrand, Eveline Kleinjans, Jessica Lewis, Richard Pierlon, Plu Sayampol, 
Katherine McClintic. She is a member of  The Next Stage Project and has performed with them since 2018. She is 
so happy to be back on stage after 2 years, sharing the space with talented dancers and great hearted people.  

Yuki Takahashi is originally from Osaka, Japan. He started classical ballet when he was 10 years old, and 
studied under Makio Homura in special classes at Tomoi Homura Ballet School.  In 2017, he entered Kinki 
University, Department of  Arts, Department of  Performing Arts.  He studied contemporary dance in earnest under 
Mikuni Yanaihara and Jun Morii. He is currently working with the contemporary dance company niconomiel in 
Japan. This is his first time performing with The Next Stage Project. 

William Valles is an actor and a dancer. A graduate of  the dance program at the Jacqueline M. Walsh School 
for the Arts, and the BFA drama program at the North Carolina School of  the Arts, William has danced with The 
Next Stage Project, Westchester Ballet Company, Sheep Meadow Dance Theatre and Safe Haven Ballet. William 
was a featured dancer in promotional videos for Esperanza Spaldings's 12 Little Spells and Dance Captain for 
Sharon Klein Productions Boys of  Bandstand. Acting Credits include: The Maids (Access Theater), Curse of  the 
Starving Class, Once Upon a Time in the Berkshires (Williamstown Theater Festival), A Midsummer Night's Dream 
(North Carolina Symphony) The Real SVU (Lifetime Entertainment Services). Will is a member of  the National 
Dance Honor Society and an Anthony Quinn Foundation Scholarship recipient. 

Fun fact: 
Cucurrucucú paloma (Spanish for Coo-coo dove) is a Mexican huapango-style song written by 
Tomás Méndez in 1954. The title is an onomatopeic reference to the characteristic call of  the mourning 
dove, which is evoked in the refrain. The lyrics allude to love sickness. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Huapango
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tom%C3%A1s_M%C3%A9ndez
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Onomatopeic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mourning_dove
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mourning_dove
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Love_sickness


* Poem: Sonatina from Poesías profanas (1896) by Rubén Darío: 

SONATINA  From Poesías profanas (1896)  
by Rubén Darío 
Free Translation 
  
The princess is sad . . . from the princess slips  
such sighs in her words from the strawberry lips. 
Gone from them laughter and the warm light of  day. 
Pallid she is sat in her golden chair; 
unsounded the keys of  the harpsichord there, 
and a flower, from a vase, has swooned away. 

The peacocks in the garden parade their tails. 
The duenna's chatter is incessant and stales. 
The pirouetting jester is tricked out in red, 
yet nothing she cares for and she does not smile 
but follows a dragonfly that flits the while 
as vague in the east as is her dream-lost head. 

Does a prince from China or Golconda approach, 
does she think of  one stepping from his silver coach, 
bedazzled by her beauty in the sky's soft blues, 
to court her with islands of  fragrant roses, 
shower bright diamonds as a sovereign disposes, 
or proud owners of  pearls do, out of  Ormuz? 

Ah, the poor princess, with that mouth of  roses, 
thinks of  butterfly and swallow, but supposes 
how easily with wings she would soar up under 
the bright ladders brought down from the sunlit day. 
With lillies she would meet the fresh songs of  May, 
and be one with the wind in the ocean's thunder. 

Listless in the palace spins the spinning wheel; 
in the magical falcon and jester no appeal. 
The swans are as one in the lake's azure swoon. 
From west come the dahlias for the first in court, 
from east the sad jasmines, south roses of  thought, 
from north the waterlillies, weeping from noon. 

Her blue eyes see nothing but sad misrule: 
into gold she is set and beset by tulle. 
Days are poured out as from a heavy flagon, 
haughtily they watch now over palace floors; 
silent with the halberds are a hundred Moors, 
sleepless the greyhound, and a colossal dragon. 

Oh, to find freshness of  the butterfly's veil: 
(The princess is sad. The princess is pale.) 
Be silent as ivory, rose-coloured and gold! 
Where will he fly to, the prince she had! 
The princess is pale. The princess is sad, 
more brilliant than the dawn is, a hundred fold. 

Be patient, my princess: the horse has wings, 
for you he is coming, the fairy godmother sings. 
With a sword in the belt he has a hawk above, 
and a kiss to ignite you, to vanquish death: 
never has he seen you, but joyous the breath 
from the prince who awakes you: you will be his love. 

SONATINA  From Poesías profanas (1896)  
by Rubén Darío 

La princesa está triste... ¿Qué tendrá la princesa?  
Los suspiros se escapan de su boca de fresa,  
que ha perdido la risa, que ha perdido el color.  
La princesa está pálida en su silla de oro,  
está mudo el teclado de su clave sonoro,  
y en un vaso, olvidada, se desmaya una flor.  
 
El jardín puebla el triunfo de los pavos reales.  
Parlanchina, la dueña dice cosas banales,  
y vestido de rojo piruetea el bufón.  
La princesa no ríe, la princesa no siente;  
la princesa persigue por el cielo de Oriente  
la libélula vaga de una vaga ilusión.  
 
¿Piensa, acaso, en el príncipe de Golconda o de China,  
o en el que ha detenido su carroza argentina  
para ver de sus ojos la dulzura de luz?  
¿O en el rey de las islas de las rosas fragantes,  
o en el que es soberano de los claros diamantes,  
o en el dueño orgulloso de las perlas de Ormuz?  
 
¡Ay!, la pobre princesa de la boca de rosa  
quiere ser golondrina, quiere ser mariposa,  
tener alas ligeras, bajo el cielo volar;  
ir al sol por la escala luminosa de un rayo,  
saludar a los lirios con los versos de mayo  
o perderse en el viento sobre el trueno del mar.  
 
Ya no quiere el palacio, ni la rueca de plata,  
ni el halcón encantado, ni el bufón escarlata,  
ni los cisnes unánimes en el lago de azur.  
Y están tristes las flores por la flor de la corte,  
los jazmines de Oriente, los nelumbos del Norte,  
de Occidente las dalias y las rosas del Sur.  
 
¡Pobrecita princesa de los ojos azules!  
Está presa en sus oros, está presa en sus tules,  
en la jaula de mármol del palacio real;  
el palacio soberbio que vigilan los guardas,  
que custodian cien negros con sus cien alabardas,  
un lebrel que no duerme y un dragón colosal.  
 
¡Oh, quién fuera hipsipila que dejó la crisálida!  
(La princesa está triste. La princesa está pálida.)  
¡Oh visión adorada de oro, rosa y marfil!  
¡Quién volara a la tierra donde un príncipe existe,  
(La princesa está pálida. La princesa está triste.)  
más brillante que el alba, más hermoso que abril!  
 
-«Calla, calla, princesa -dice el hada madrina-;  
en caballo, con alas, hacia acá se encamina,  
en el cinto la espada y en la mano el azor,  
el feliz caballero que te adora sin verte,  
y que llega de lejos, vencedor de la Muerte,  
a encenderte los labios con un beso de amor
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